Hobart 


1804 - Hobart, capital of Tasmania, is founded. 
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The first European settlement began in 1803 as a military camp at Risdon Cove on the eastern shores of 
the River Derwent, amid British concerns over the presence of French explorers. In 1804, along with the 
military, settlers and convicts from the abandoned Port Phillip settlement, the camp at Risdon Cove was 
moved by Captain David Collins to a better location at the present site of Hobart at Sullivans Cove. The 
city, initially known as Hobart Town or Hobarton, was named after Lord Hobart, the British Secretary of 
State for war and the colonies. 


The area's indigenous inhabitants were members of the semi-nomadic Mouheneener tribe.[19] Violent 
conflict with the European settlers, and the effects of diseases brought by them, dramatically reduced the 
Aboriginal population, which was rapidly replaced by free settlers and the convict population. Charles 
Darwin visited Hobart Town in February 1836 as part of the Beagle expedition. He writes of Hobart and 
the Derwent estuary in The Voyage of the Beagle: 


The lower parts of the hills which skirt the bay are cleared; and the bright yellow fields of 
corn, and dark green ones of potatoes, appear very luxuriant... I was chiefly struck with the 
comparative fewness of the large houses, either built or building. Hobart Town, from the 
census of 1835, contained 13,826 inhabitants, and the whole of Tasmania 36,505." 


Home to almost half of all Tasmanians, it is the southernmost and least-populated Australian state 
capital city, and second-smallest if territories are taken into account, before Darwin, Northern Territory 
Hobart is located in Tasmania's south-east on the estuary of the River Derwent, making it the most 
southern of Australia's capital cities. Its skyline is dominated by the 1,271-metre (4,170 ft) 
kunanyi/Mount Wellington, and its harbour forms the second-deepest natural port in the world, with 
much of the city's waterfront consisting of reclaimed land. The metropolitan area is often referred to as 
Greater Hobart, to differentiate it from the City of Hobart, one of the seven local government areas that 
cover the city. It has a mild maritime climate. 


The city lies on country which was known by the local Mouheneener people as nipaluna, a name which 
includes surrounding features such as kunanyi/Mt. Wellington and timtumili minanya (River Derwent). 
Prior to British settlement, the land had been occupied for possibly as long as 35,000 years by 
Aboriginal Tasmanians. 


John Glover's 1834 painting Mount Wellington and Hobart Town from Kangaroo Point depicts Aboriginal Tasmanians dancing in the foreground. 
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A View of Hobart, Tasmania - Charles Emilius Gold, 1846 


A CARNIVAL ON COLLINS 
STREET IN 1915 
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The River Derwent was one of Australia's finest deepwater ports and was the centre of South Seas 
whaling and sealing trades. The settlement rapidly grew into a major port, with allied industries such as 
shipbuilding. Hobart Town became a city on 21 August 1842, and was renamed Hobart from the 
beginning of 1881. 

On 7 September 1936, one of the last known surviving thylacines died at the Beaumaris Zoo in Hobart. 


During the mid 20th century, the state and local governments invested in building Hobart's reputation as 
a tourist attraction - in 1956 the Lanherne Airport (now Hobart International Airport) was opened. 
Australia's first legal casino, Wrest Point Hotel Casino opened in 1973. Despite these successes, Hobart 
faced significant challenges during the 2Oth century, including the 1967 Tasmanian fires, which claimed 
62 lives in Hobart itself and destroyed over 1200 homes,[21] and the 1975 Tasman Bridge disaster, 
when a bulk ore carrier collided with and destroyed the concrete span bridge that connected the city to 
its eastern suburbs. In the 21st century, Hobart benefited as Tasmania's economy recovered from the 
1990s recession, and the city's long-stagnant population growth began to reverse. A period of 
significant growth has followed, including the redevelopment of the former Macquarie Point railyards, 
Parliament Square, and new hotel developments throughout the city. 
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